SHORT   CUTS   TO   HELICON

I  OPENED   the    Times  Literary   Supple-
ment, and my eye  was  detained by an
advertisement   which    for    ten   minutes
made me oblivious to everything else in the
number from " Dramatic Poetry "  to " God
and the Absolute."    It was one of those rare
advertisements which induce a train of thought.
And this was it.    An institution called the
London Correspondence College was inviting
the   Supplement's   readers   to   learn  how  to
write verse.    "The field-for Verse/3 ran the
invitation,

" is much larger than most people suppose.
Hundreds of journals publish and pay for
poetry. Anyone with aptitude can learn to
write the kind of Verse editors will pay for,
by availing themselves of the excellent course
of Instruction provided by ... The training
is individual and progressive; technique is
simply explained, and any natural ability
the student may have is developed to the full
through his or her own work in connection
with the lessons. The fee is quite moderate."

It was bound to come, and here it is.
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